














They sang, they danced, they put up paint-
ings, and they celebrated their new homes.

Artspace’s largest project to date, the
Artspace Tannery Lofts in Santa Cruz, Cal.,
threw open its doors June 5 with a day-long
Grand Opening party planned and executed
by the residents themselves with a little help
from Artspace, the Tannery Arts Center, and
the John Stewart Property Management
Company.

Musicians performed on three outdoor
stages. Dancers and spoken word artists
entertained in the project’s two community
rooms. Food vendors offered everything
from seafood to curry. Works of art were on
display throughout the new live/work
complex. Many residential units were open for
visitors to explore and engage with local
artists, several of whom were among the featured
speakers.

The event marked the completion of the Artspace
Tannery Lofts, the first of three phases of a new cul-
tural destination, the Tannery Arts Center, on the 8.3-
acre site of the historic Salz Tannery. The 100-unit
project is home to 221 individuals – including 56
children.

The celebration began with a “cow parade” – card-
board cow cutouts made by artists – from the Santa
Cruz Museum of Art and History to the Tannery site
about a mile away. On-site festivities began at 2 p.m.
and ran late into the evening.

Among the artists who spoke during the formal
presentation were:

�/ ����� ����������� ���!�������#�"��, a musician from West Africa
who has lived in Santa Cruz for eight years. He said he
looks forward to the opportunities for collaboration
that the Artspace Tannery Lofts represents. 

�/ �����'�!���"����������� ��������, a spoken word artist, poet, and
single mother of two children, who called the Tannery
Lofts an “amazing place to live.”

�/ ���"���� ���"����� ����, a painter who has lived in Santa
Cruz for more than 25 years, who welcomed the
stability promised by the Tannery as a permanently
affordable residence for artists.

�/ �����'�!���"���� ���#�&�(���&��a dancer, who said she looks
forward to raising her children in a “creative environ-
ment.” Her five-year-old daughter Nona said that it’s
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Artspace now has an electronic version of the
newsletter available. If you would like to receive the
newsletter electronically, go to the Artspace website,
www.artspace.org. 

Click on "Join Our Mailing List" at the top of the page,
enter your email address when prompted and click "go.”
You will be routed to a page that will ask you to select an
area of  interest. Select the box "Artspace Newsletter." You
will be signed up and can expect an emailed version of the
next issue.
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Tannery artists celebrate their new home                                       Photo: Geoffrey Nelson and Kirby Scudder   

participants attended workshops in belly dancing and African
beading; in the evening, artists continued to share their work
with an enthusiastic audience. Linked by the artistic thread
of addressing the challenges and successes of women, a group
of poets, writers, and musicians performed while the visual art
works of other participating artists surrounded them in
the gallery.

“Don’t Back Down” set the tone for the kinds of artistic
opportunities that are possible in Sailboat Bend. “We can
create great things here,” Riu said. We agree.

SAILBOAT BEND continued from page 2

ANNUAL FUND KICKS OFF 
The Artspace Annual Fund Campaign kicks off this fall. The
campaign provides Artspace with funding helps us create new
and affordable spaces for the arts in communities across the
country. By contributing the campaign, you are helping us
build better communities through the arts.

If you would like to make an online donation to Artspace,
go to www.artspace.org for more information.


